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Newsletter
I hope you enjoy my first newsletter for MFL. In this edition we shall look at the French words we use in English.
Some fun facts about France. And, we have two puzzles for you to try.

French School

A typical school day in France.

St Alexandre Vincent in Treillieres,
Nantes
French Education
System
There are three stages
of primary education
(enseignement primaire),
secondary education
(enseignement
secondaire), and higher

education (enseignement
supérieur). The main age
that a child starts school

in France is age 3. Three
year olds do not start
primary school, they start
preschool. Then, by the
age of six, a child in
France starts primary
school and soon moves
onto higher and higher
grade levels until they
graduate.

We have the opportunity through
the year to write to children from
the St Alexandre Vincent school,
who will write back to you.

The school day is from 8:30 until 4:30. Some schools
offer early-morning or after-school clubs.
Lunch
Lunch breaks are longer in French schools: usually at
least 1½ hours! Students have a choice between
eating at the school canteen or going home for lunch.
Bringing your own packed lunch is not allowed.
Size of classes
Class sizes are generally bigger: there are around 30
students in a class with one teacher.
Uniform
French children do not wear a school uniform,
Languages
Learning a foreign language begins in primary school
and a second language is introduced in secondary
school. The main languages taught are English,
Spanish and German, but it depends on the school in
question.
Secular education
State education in France is secular and so religious
studies are not part of the national curriculum.
Religious symbols are not permitted for students or
teachers.
Class system
This can be one of the most confusing aspects of the
French education system. The French system counts
down from Year 11 to Year 1 and finishes with
terminale, whereas the class system in British and
American schools is in ascending order, starting with
Year One/1st grade and finishing with Year 13/12th
grade.

Aims of Modern Foreign Languages
(MFL) at Key Stage 2 in Education
The national curriculum for languages aims to
ensure that all pupils:
• understand and respond to spoken and written
language from a variety of authentic sources
• speak with increasing confidence, fluency and
spontaneity, finding ways of communicating
what they want to say, including through
discussion and asking questions, and
continually improving the accuracy of their
pronunciation and intonation
• can write at varying length, for different
purposes and audiences, using the variety of
grammatical structures that they have learnt
• discover and develop an appreciation of a
range of writing in the language studied.

The first written records for the
history of France appeared in the
Iron Age. What is now France made
up the bulk of the region known to
the Romans as Gaul. Greek writers
noted the presence of three main
ethno-linguistic groups in the area: the Gauls, the
Aquitani, and the Belgae. The Gauls, the largest and
best attested group, were Celtic people speaking
what is known as the Gaulish language.

Here at All Saints Academy
we believe that the
learning of a foreign
language
provides
valuable
educational,
social
and
cultural
experiences for our pupils.
It helps them to develop
communication
skills,
including key skills of speaking and listening and
extends their knowledge of how language works.
All of our Key Stage 2 pupils have a weekly French
lesson with Madame Robertson, our outstanding
languages teacher.
We also have a dedicated ‘Language Room’ which is
brightly decorated with many French resources the
school has purchased to assist in the children’s
learning of French. It really enhances the learning
being surrounded by French and items from France.

‘vive l'apprentissage du français’

French Colours Wordsearch
Try and find the french spelling of the
colours below in English. Print the page
and bring into Mme Robertson. Good luck.

Match the Words
Try and match these instructions.

Fun Facts About France for Kids
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The capital city of France is Paris.
France has 212,394 square miles
of land.
Over 65 million people live in
France.
The currency France uses is Euro.
More tourists visit France every
year than any other country. Over
80 million tourists per year are
estimated to visit.
In 1998 & 2018 France won the
FIFA World Cup.
The iconic Eiffel Tower in Paris
welcomes over 7 million visitors
per year and stands at an
impressive 324 m in height.
The Louvre Museum in Paris
welcome 8.1 million visitors in
2017.
In Latin France translates to
Francia (land of the Franks).
The Rhine is the longest river in
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France.
Mont Blanc is largest mountain
in France standing at 4810 m
tall. Mont Blanc is also the
highest mountain in the Alps.
In 2016 France brought in a law
banning all supermarkets from
throwing away unused food. It
must be distributed to charities.
France has Europe’s busiest
railway station: Paris Garis du
Nord.
There is over 400 different
French cheeses.
Do you like croissants? I love
them, however, they are not a
French invention, they are
actually Austrian.
Beziers and Marseille are the
two oldest cities in France.

French words
we use

Allowance – from the French
word alouance (payment)
Apostrophe – from the French
word apostrophe
Baguette – from the French
word baguette (stick)
Beret – from the French word
béret
Gallery – from the Old French
word galerie
Gateau – from the French
word gâteau
Gazette – from the French
word gazette
Hotel – from the French word
hôtel
Identity – from the Middle
French word identité
Illusion – from the Old French
word illusion
Kilogram – from the French
word kilogramme
Liaison – from the French
word liaison
Literature – from the Old
French word littérature
Machine – from the Middle
French word machine
Magnificent – from the Middle
French word magnificent
Menu – from the French word
menu
Metro – from the French word
métro
Musketeer – from the French
word mousquetaire
Navy – from the Old French
word navie

